What is a Local Nature Reserve? 
A Local Nature Reserve (LNR) is an area of natural beauty where the main aim is to conserve and enhance the environment for the benefit of wildlife and people. The environment includes native wildlife (flora and fauna), as well as the visual landscape and cultural artefacts. LNRs recognise the legal and traditional rights of people (local and visitors) to enjoy use of and access to the area, and seek to balance and integrate these with the conservation and enhancement of the natural environment. 
The London Borough of Tower Hamlets has two Local Nature Reserves;

Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park http://www.towerhamletscemetery.org/ and Mudchute Park and Farm Local Nature Reserve http://www.mudchute.org/
What is the Purpose of LNRs? 
A Nature Reserve is defined in Section 15 of the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949, as: 

'Land managed for the purpose of providing, under suitable conditions and control, special opportunities for the study of, and research into, matters relating to the flora and fauna of Great Britain and the physical conditions in which they live, and for the study of geological and physiographical features of special interest in the area; or of preserving flora, fauna, or geological or physiographical features of special interest in this area; or for both these purposes.' 

LNRs are important within the context of Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAPs) and many afford the opportunity for community involvement through Local Agenda 21 programmes. They are places where people are able to learn more about the natural environment around them, and many are used by schools, colleges and institutes of higher education for teaching purposes. 

How are LNRs Selected? 
Potential LNRs are usually identified by members of the local community and /or the local Town / Community Council, and are selected on the basis of the following criteria, and should be:

· Of high natural interest in the local context (Site of Special Scientific Interest – SSSI - or near equivalent). 
· Of natural interest and of high value in the County / Community context for formal education or research. 
· Of natural interest and of high value in the County / Community context for the informal enjoyment of nature by the public; or

· Any combination of 1-3. 
Capable of being managed with the conservation of nature as the priority. 

How are LNRs Established? 
LNR is a statutory designation, albeit a very flexible one, that is specifically designed to allow areas to be set aside for nature conservation for the benefit of the local community.

Declaration
LNRs are declared by the Local Authority under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949. The Local Government Act 1972 allows Local Authorities to delegate to a Town / Community Council the power to declare a LNR. In order to establish a LNR, the declaring authority must have a legal interest in the land.

Bye-laws 
It is sometimes desirable and necessary to apply bye-laws to a LNR to help control undesirable and unacceptable activities. However, bye-laws cannot override existing rights over land. They can be applied in relation to, for example, access restriction, damage or disturbance of things in the reserve, areas of water, and use of vehicles, equipment and firearms. Application for bye-laws must be made through the Local Authority Legal Department to the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA). 

How are Local Nature Reserves Managed? 
A LNR should be managed so that the features which gave the site its special interest are maintained. Management plans are compiled for each LNR, describing practical management actions and their associated costs, timescale etc. A management committee is set up for each reserve, which comprises the declaring authority. 

Reserve Wardens 
An individual / individuals should be appointed on a voluntary basis to warden the reserve. Typical duties include: generally keeping an eye on the reserve, checking the condition of paths and fences, looking out for illegal activities such as fly-tipping, noting any incidents that may be inconsistent with the aims of the LNR, reporting to the management committee at regular intervals, and providing information. Additional wardening services may be provided by professional organisations, whose services may include: organising and carrying out management work, carrying out health & safety risk assessments, liaison with statutory authorities and other interest groups, and biological monitoring. 

How are Local Nature Reserves Funded? 
Funds can be obtained from a variety sources. The following list is not exhaustive:

· English Nature grant scheme for Local Nature Reserves
· Big Lottery Fund
· Biffaward
· Awards For All
· Landfill Tax Scheme: Funds from the Landfill Tax Scheme can be sought through a registered environmental body
· Forestry Commission: Management can be carried out under the Woodland Improvement Grant Scheme (WIGS). 
· Heritage Lottery Fund: A Heritage Lottery Fund application may be considered.
