The Biodiversity Duty for Local Authorities

  

The Duty is set out in Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act (NERC) 2006, and states that:

“Every public authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity”
The Act extends to all public authorities the biodiversity duty of Section 74 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CROW) 2000 which placed a duty on Government and Ministers. A similar duty was introduced in Scotland under the Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004, which requires public authorities to further the conservation of biodiversity.
The Duty affects all public authorities in England and Wales, which include public bodies, government and statutory undertakers. The Duty applies to all local authorities, including the 410 unitary, county and district councils in England and Wales, and approximately 10,000 community, parish and town councils.
Key messages

• Biodiversity is the variety of life on earth, and includes all species of plants and animals and the natural systems that support them.

• All local authorities and other public authorities in England and Wales now have a Duty to have regard to the conservation of biodiversity in exercising their functions.

• Local authorities can make a positive difference for biodiversity and this document provides guidance to help them to implement their Biodiversity Duty.

• Conserving biodiversity includes restoring and enhancing species populations and habitats, as well as protecting them.

• Conservation of biodiversity is vital in our response to climate change.

•Biodiversity also provides substantial economic, local and environmental benefits to local communities as well as vital life support services.

• Effective conservation of biodiversity requires its integration into a wide variety of local authority activities, functions and services.
