



Principal wildlife legislation:
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)
The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) is the principle mechanism for the legislative protection of wildlife in Great Britain. This legislation is the means by which the Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (the 'Bern Convention') and the European Union Directives on the Conservation of Wild Birds (79/409/EEC) and Natural Habitats and Wild Fauna and Flora (92/43/FFC) are implemented in Great Britain. Similar legislation is enacted to fulfil these obligations elsewhere in the United Kingdom. 
The Act includes provisions for important habitats to be designated and protected as Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) and protects individual species and the places they use for shelter and protection. All birds, their nests and eggs are also protected.
“SSSIs will be exceptionally valuable because of the animals (including

birds and insects etc), plants or fungi found in them, or because of the

nature of the rock forms, including minerals and fossils, or features on the

land. All SSSIs will be considered important at the national level, but some

are recognised as being internationally important”
There are currently no SSSIs in Tower Hamlets. Information about London's 36 SSSIs can be found on English Nature's website; www.english-nature.org.uk/special/sssi/index.cfm
Guidelines for selection of biological SSSIs are available from the The Joint Nature Conservation Committee at http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-2303
The Conservation (Natural Habitats) Regulations 1994.

These implement the Habitats Directive in Great Britain. The regulations provide for the designation and protection of ‘European Sites’ and the protection of European Protected Species’. More info from here;

http://www.jncc.gov.uk/page-23
Again, perhaps give the local situation here, i.e. the nearest European Site is …km away and therefore affects plans and programmes in terms of Appropriate Assessment… (then perhaps explain Appropriate Assessment).

http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si1994/uksi_19942716_en_1.htm
The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CROW)
Applies to England and Wales only. Part III - Nature conservation and wildlife protection. 
“The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 will extend the public's ability to enjoy the countryside whilst also providing safeguards for landowners and occupiers. It will create a new statutory right of access and modernise the rights of way system as well as giving greater protection to Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs), providing better management arrangements for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) and strengthening wildlife enforcement legislation. 
The Act is a balanced package of measures that will allow people to enjoy more of the countryside. It will help to conserve the rural environment, protect wildlife, and also ensure landowners can use the land to its best advantage.”
Fact sheets on the Act are available for download at
http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/cl/bill/factsheet/index.htm
The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC)

This places a statutory duty on all public bodies and statutory undertakers in England and Wales to have due regard to the conservation of biodiversity in all their functions.

Guidance js still being formulated about what this Bill means in practice. The council wil be represented at a forthcoming workshop in January 2008 specifically on this topic. In the meantime,. More information about the Bill and its implications can be found here;
http://www.defra.gov.uk/rural/ruraldelivery/bill/
Town and Country Planning (Trees) Regulation 1999
Applies to England and Wales only. This includes provisions from protecting woodland or trees by allowing the local planning authority to place Tree Preservation Orders (TPO) on them. More information about Tree Preservation orders can be found here;
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/SI/si1999/19991892.htm
The Hedgerow Regulations 1997

These Regulations make it an offence to remove a hedgerow without notifying the local planning authority. There are a number of hedgerows in Tower Hamlets for which these Regulations are applicable. More information about Hedgerow Regulations can be found here;
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si1997/19971160.htm
Local Sites:
Local Nature Reserve (LNR)

This designation comes under the National Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949. Local authorities are required to consult the relevant Statutory Nature Conservation Organisation (SNCO) i.e. English Nature, the Countryside Council for Wales, or Scottish Natural Heritage about all new proposals.
Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park (including the Ackroyd Drive Greenlink) is a designated Local Nature Reserve (LNR) as is the Mudchute Park and Farm on the Isle of Dogs. LNRs are sites that are primarily managed for the conservation of wildlife, while acknowledging the importance of these sites for use by local people for recreation purposes.

Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs)

A number of sites throughout the Borough were classified in 1994/1995 by the former London Ecology Unit according to their significance for nature conservation.

The classification is in the form of a ranking in the following order of importance:

1. Site of Metropolitan Importance 

2. Site of Borough Importance Grade I 

3. Site of Borough Importance Grade II 

4. Site of Local Importance 

Table ‘SINCs of Tower Hamlets’ [link to table] outlines sites in Tower Hamlets that fall under these categories. The original designations were adopted by the Council’s 1998 UDP Plan, and are being incorporated into the council’s Local Development Framework (LDF), currently being revised.

As circumstances change and the nature conservation value of a site increases or decreases, its status may be changed. The GLA designates sites of Metropolitan Importance, while the Local Planning Authority, in consultation with the GLA, designates sites of Borough and Local Importance.

