Planning for Biodiversity
The Royal Town Planning Institute’s (RTPI) good practice guide ‘Planning for Biodiversity’ identifies the factors that planners should take into consideration when making decisions.

The Royal Town Planning Institute Five-Point Approach to Planning Decisions for Biodiversity:

1 Information – is more information about a site’s biological resource needed? Is more information about the development and its potential effects needed? Is the significance of effects clear? Is relevant internal or external expertise available? 

2 Avoidance – have all adverse effects on wildlife species and habitats been avoided wherever possible? 

3 Mitigation – where adverse effects are unavoidable, have they been or can they be minimised by the use of mitigation measures that can be guaranteed by, for example, conditions or planning obligations? 

4 Compensation – where, despite mitigation, there will be residual adverse effects that cannot be reduced further, have they been or can they be compensated for by measures aimed at offsetting harm? Can the compensatory measures be guaranteed by conditions or planning obligations? 

5 New Benefits – where there would be no significant harm to wildlife species or habitats, are there opportunities to provide new benefits for wildlife, for example by habitat creation or enhancement? Can these new benefits be guaranteed by planning obligations?

http://www.rtpi.org.uk/download/777/Planning-for-Biodiversity.pdf
Further Useful Resources

Development Plan Policies for Biodiversity - Best Practice Guidance - November 2005;

http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/strategies/sds/bpg_biodiversity.jsp
London Plan:
Biodiversity: 3.260 ‘…new development should include new or enhanced habitat, or design such as green roofs, and landscaping that promotes biodiversity, and provision for their management.’ 
Biodiversity and nature conservation: 3D.12 ‘The Mayor will and boroughs should resist development that would have a significant adverse impact on the population or conservation status of protected species or priority species identified in the London Biodiversity Action Plan and borough BAPs. Appropriate policies for their protection and enhancement and to achieve the targets set out in BAPs, should be included in UDPs.
Design and space in a compact city: 4.43 ‘development proposals should identify new opportunities for creating private space for example in roof gardens and terraces.’

SUDS 4C.8 ‘…the use of sustainable drainage systems should be promoted for development…’ techniques include green roofs. 

Adapting to Climate Change: a Checklist for Development:

http://www.london.gov.uk/climatechangepartnership/development.jsp
PPS9 - Biodiversity and Geological Conservation
Planning Policy Statement 9: Biodiversity and Geological Conservation (August 2005) &

Planning for Biodiversity and Geological Conservation: A Guide to Good Practice (March 2006). PPS9 recognises that the re-use of previously developed land is part of a sustainable approach but that, where these sites have significant biodiversity interest of recognised local importance, the aim should be to retain and incorporate it into the site.
http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1143832
PPG17 - Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation
Open spaces, sport and recreation all underpin people's quality of life. Well designed and implemented planning policies for open space, sport and recreation are therefore fundamental to delivering broader Government objectives. These include:

Connecting with London’s Nature - Highlights of the Mayor’s Biodiversity Strategy;

The Mayor’s Biodiversity Strategy is the first regional biodiversity strategy with a statutory basis. The document details the Mayor's vision for protecting and conserving London's natural open spaces. It seeks to ensure that there is no overall loss of wildlife habitats in London, and that more open spaces are created and made accessible, so that all Londoners are within walking distance of a quality natural space. The strategy is an important first step in establishing a London-wide framework for maintaining London’s diversity of wildlife. 

http://www.london.gov.uk/mayor/strategies/biodiversity/docs/final_sum.rtf
Working with the Grain of Nature: a Biodiversity Strategy for England;

This Strategy sets out a series of actions that will be taken by the Government and its partners to make biodiversity a fundamental consideration in: Agriculture, Water, Woodland, Marine and coastal management and Urban areas - where biodiversity needs to become a part of the development of policy on sustainable communities and urban green space and the built environment.
http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-countryside/biodiversity/biostrat/index.htm
English Nature - Revealing the Value of Nature

http://www.english-nature.org.uk/pubs/publication/PDF/valueofnat.pdf
Cabe Space – ‘Start with the Park: Creating Sustainable Urban Green Spaces in Areas of Housing Growth and Renewal’
Start with the park is a good practice guide for everyone involved in the processes of sustainable growth and renewal in England. It is particularly relevant to the creation and care of green spaces in housing growth areas and housing market renewal areas.

http://www.cabe.org.uk/AssetLibrary/1715.pdf
Cabe Space - Does Money Grow on Trees?

Does money grow on trees? looks at how well planned and managed parks, gardens and squares can have a positive impact on the value of nearby properties and can attract inward investment and people to an area. 

http://www.cabe.org.uk/default.aspx?contentitemid=476
Biodiversity by Design – Town and Country Planning Association
The aim of the guide is to provide guidance on how to maximise the opportunities for biodiversity in the planning and design of sustainable communities.

http://www.tcpa.org.uk/downloads/TCPA_biodiversity_guide_lowres.pdf
Design for Biodiversity

The LDA, Greater London Authority and English Nature have jointly produced this publication to illustrate how ecologically sensitive designs and features can be integrated into new development.
http://www.lda.gov.uk/upload/pdf/Design_for__Biodiversity.pdf
Green Cities - And Why We Need Them - David Nicholson-Lord (short book)
Draws together the different strands of research on human relationships with nature. It calls for a radical and comprehensive strategy to green our cities, creating new landscapes and land-uses, from hills, forests and wetlands to farming and tourism. Green cities would form part of a "new preventative health service", the author argues, paying for themselves many times over and proving in the long term a genuinely sustainable option.
(Contact rachel.carless@towerhamlets.gov.uk if you would like to borrow her personal copy)
