The Built Environment

1) Introduction

This section is primarily aimed at planners and developers to ensure that new developments and renovations are designed to maximise biodiversity. Sources of more detailed information to aid design and related council policies are listed at the end of this section.

The built environment in Tower Hamlets consists of buildings, roads and associated areas as well as previously developed (brownfield) sites. This is a significant proportion of the borough and an important habitat for plants and animals as well as a key place for people to experience wildlife.
Buildings

Old developments provide unplanned roosting sites for bats and swifts and support plants such as buddleia and ivy that offer food and shelter for wildlife. New developments tend to offer fewer opportunities for wildlife unless these are deliberately included in the design. Living roofs and walls, bat and swift boxes and other design features significantly increase a building’s biodiversity.
Roads

Trees and plants along roads can provide important corridors for wildlife to travel along linking together green spaces such as parks and gardens. This planting also makes travelling around the borough more enjoyable. Paul pearce?
Brownfield sites

Areas that were once developed and are now disused are classed as brownfield sites, although they may sometimes appear derelict and litter strewn these areas can support a range of species that enrich the urban environment.
2) Current Status

Tower Hamlets consists of just under 8 square miles of inner city London and is grossly deficient in Open Space. The borough also has two large Areas of Deficiency for Access to Nature – as defined by the GLA- in the south east of the Borough and around Poplar. These areas coincide with the highest density of buildings and population. This means that people living and moving around in these areas see very little wildlife on a day to day basis. The build environment in Tower Hamlets is therefore of great importance for both protecting biodiversity and for allowing people to experience local wildlife.
On a positive note Tower Hamlets has over a third of London’s living roof area, (Ref) mainly around Canary Wharf providing a feeding space for rare bird species such as the Black Redstart. Check 
3) Factors Affecting the Habitat

The main factor affecting this habitat type is pressure from development and Increased use. The built environment will continue to shrink brownfield areas that provide a resource for wildlife. The Further alterations to the London Plan proposes 31,500 new homes and 100,000 new jobs for the Borough by 2017. The successful Olympic bid for the capital is further intensifying development pressures. 
4) Current Action
The Green Grid is a plan for Green Corridors or Biodiversity Enhancement Zones (BEZ) in Tower Hamlets that will link together areas of biodiversity (such as parks) and at the same time increase people access to nature and make travelling around the borough by foot or on bike more pleasurable. The Green Grid aims to encourage accessible green spaces, tree, hedge and flower planting along roads, living roofs and other biodiversity improvements to buildings. Officers will implement the Green Grid by ensuring that developers are made aware of the recommendations and have the necessary supporting information.

The council has ensured that biodiversity issues are integrated fully into the Planning Pre-Application stage process by including biodiversity in its Pre Application forum meetings with developers. RC speak to aussie dude to confirm this.
Paragraph or 2 here on the emerging LDF and biodiversity….. 
5) Flagship Species

A flagships species is one where its population level reflects the biodiversity of a particular habitat. For example Black Redstarts feed on a range of insects and their numbers can be increased by the creation of living roofs that promote insect biodiversity. Flagship species can also act as ambassadors for publically promoting habitat protection. The following species have been identified for the Built environment in Tower Hamlets:
	Category
	Common Name
	Latin
	Brief Description

	Birds
	Peregrine falcon
	Falco peregrinus
	A swift flying falcon that often nests on undisturbed ledges high on tower blocks. 

	
	Swift
	Apus apus
	An aerial bird, which is a superb flier. Migrates from Africa annually. Nests in the eaves of buildings but will use swift boxes.

	
	Black redstart
	Phoenicurus ochruros
	Small robin-sized bird that has adapted to live at the heart of industrial and urban centres. With fewer than 100 breeding pairs in the UK, Tower Hamlets is home to over 1% of the national population. They can find food on brownfield sites and living roofs.

	Mammals
	Common Pipistrelle Bat
	Pipistrellus pipistrellus
	Pipistrelle bats are frequently seen in Tower Hamlets but need suitable summer and winter roosts. Bat roosts are protected and bat boxes can offer them new spaces.

	Plants
	Ivy
	Family: Araliaceae
	Variegated evergreen climber found on many walls in Tower Hamlets. Provides habitat for Brimstone butterfly amongst other species.

	
	London Rocket
	Sysimbrium irio
	A nationally rare plant first found in Whitechapel in about 1650 after the Great Fire of London it grows on old walls and untended corners.

	Invertebrates
	Brown-banded Carder Bee “the Humble Bumble”
	Bombus humilis
	Together with about half British species of bumble bee this bee has suffered serious decline in recent years. It’s stronghold is along the Thames. Flowers on ivy and on plants on living roofs provide nectar and pollen for this species. 


6) Mission Statement

Alongside improving data on the biodiversity in the built environment and seeking to protect and enhance it we also have educational aims. These include seeking to raise awareness across Tower Hamlets of the potential of existing built structures and surrounding areas and new developments to support plant and animal life and to increase access to biodiverse areas of the built environment so as to allow people to enjoy and appreciate them to a greater extent..
. 

7) Targets
1) To improve data on biodiversity in Tower Hamlets so as to form a baseline. 

2) To protect and mitigate losses of biodiversity from future redevelopment of brownfield sites and enhance biodiversity in the built environment.
8) SMART Actions
To improve data on biodiversity in Tower Hamlets in order to form a baseline.
	No.
	Target
	Lead partner
	Start Date
	End Date

	1
	Collect baseline data for living roof area and brownfield area in Tower Hamlets. Baseline and targets for increasing living roofs to be established and adopted within LDF.
	Lbth planning
	
	

	2
	Collect baseline data for current populations of bats, black redstarts and swifts.
	
	
	


To protect and enhance biodiversity in the built environment.
	No.
	Target
	Lead partner
	Start Date
	End Date

	3
	Produce a guide for planners, developers and businesses which will enable the specification, creation and management of habitats for local wildlife. Include links to external organisations that can offer further support.
	
	
	

	4
	Increase proportion of living roofs in new development as a percentage of Planning Application approvals. Ensure an agreed proportion of new buildings have a living roof or wall with particular emphasis on biodiversity enhancement zones.
	
	
	


To raise awareness across Tower Hamlets of the potential of existing built structures and surrounding areas and new developments to support plant and animal life.

	No.
	Target
	Lead partner
	Start Date
	End Date

	5
	Set up a nest box /bat box installation scheme for schools, buildings, open spaces and estates in the Mile End area. Check w/ ken
	
	
	

	6
	Organise one Local Area Plan (LAP) tour per year per LAP to living roofs or other built environment biodiversity habitats.
	Shazia hussein
	
	

	7
	Deliver three annual site visits for planners and developers to see best-practice examples of Design for Biodiversity in the Built Environment locally.
	Lbth sustain officer
	
	

	8
	Maintain the towerhabitats.org website with comprehensive and current guidance and biodiversity best practice for developers and planners. Minimum of one news item or biodiversity article to be uploaded and sent out to subscribers via newsletter monthly.
	Lbth sustain officer chair 
	
	


 To increase access to biodiverse areas of the built environment.
	No.
	Target
	Lead partner
	Start Date
	End Date

	9
	Promote access to nature by ensuring half of all new living roofs are accessible to those that work or live in the building.
	Lbth planning to input
	
	


 To mitigate losses of biodiversity from future redevelopment of brownfield sites.
	No.
	Target
	Lead partner
	Start Date
	End Date

	10
	Ensure that the loss of brownfield sites is mitigated by the creation of living roofs incorporating materials and seeds from the site.
	
	
	


9) Links with other policies
· The Local Development Framework (LDF) 
· Green Grid and biodiversity enhancement zones
· Biodiversity and renewable energy opportunities in the Central Area Action Plan study (evidence base for LDF)
· Open Space Strategy
· Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)

· Housing strategy
10) Sources of further information.

There are many sources of good practice guidance available to developers. The Mayor of London has Supplementary Planning Guidance on Sustainable Design and Construction; the Town and Country Planning Association has produced Biodiversity by Design – A Guide for Sustainable Communities; and the London Development Agency, Natural England and Greater London Authority have published Design for Biodiversity – A guidance document for development in London.

DCLG (the Department of Communities and Local Government) has a Code for Sustainable Homes which includes ecology as a standard in a national sustainability rating system for homes.

In 2008 the council funded the development of the Tower Hamlets Biodiversity Partnership website – www.towerhabitats.org – an excellent resource for all biodiversity stakeholders including planners and developers. The site will be developed further with biodiversity guidance and best practice case studies. www.livingroofs.org provides information on living roofs.
11) Lead Partner Organisation and Working Group Members

The Lead Partner for this Plan is London Borough Tower Hamlets – strategic planning / Canary Wharf Group
Working group members include; 

· LBTH Housing / THHF
· Living roofs.org
· Canary Wharf Group
12) Contact
Tower Hamlets – strategic planning
