Gardens and Grounds

1) Introduction

This section is aimed at individuals, housing estate managers, schools, businesses and other groups maintaining gardens or grounds (amenity space?)  in Tower Hamlets. It aims to support and encourage those who want to protect and enhance biodiversity. Sources of more detailed information about wildlife gardening and biodiversity can be found at the end of this section.

2) Current Status

Gardens and grounds in Tower Hamlets provide an important patchwork of different habitats making up about 28% (check w/ GIS colleague D&R) of the land in Tower Hamlets. A single garden with compost heap, pond, hedges, log piles, wildflowers, climbing plants and trees can contain a huge variety of life, offering important homes to birds, amphibians and invertebrates. Together gardens and grounds link up green spaces in Tower Hamlets making green corridors for wildlife to travel through. They also provide an important place for people to experience biodiversity.
3) Factors affecting the habitat

Some 31,500 new homes are due to be built in Tower Hamlets by 2017 creating a huge amount of pressure on the borough’s green spaces. Some of this development may include extending buildings and the loss of gardens and grounds. Paving over of gardens for parking or to reduce maintenance causes further garden loss.
The upkeep and maintenance of gardens and grounds can be seen as time-consuming and expensive. Low maintenance planting that is beneficial for wildlife is possible however many sites are maintained with limited planting, short grass and with the use of chemical pesticides reducing the capacity for wildlife to thrive.
A study by the UK Climate Impacts Programme has shown that climate change will affect millions of domestic gardens in the UK and could ultimately threaten the long-term survival of common species. 
4) Current Action

Wildlife gardening and organic techniques have been promoted by a number of organisations in Tower Hamlets including the three city farms, the Environment Trust and The Women’s Environment Network. In 2008 the London Borough of Tower Hamlets produced a guide to wildlife gardening in conjunction with the Environment Trust. Several housing estates including Island Gardens on the Isle of Dogs have run biodiversity improvement projects. Schools signing up to the BSF programme, the eco-schools programme or other environmental management schemes are also improving their school grounds for biodiversity. An example of this is Thomas Buxton infant school in Spitalfields where a wildflower garden has been created.
5) Flagship species
	Category
	Common Name
	Latin
	Brief Description

	Birds
	Robin
	Erithacus rubecula
	A familiar and popular bird that is quite territorial and can become fairly tame in gardens 


	
	Blackbird
	Turdus merula
	Another familiar garden bird with a lovely song


	Mammals
	hedgehog
	Erinaceus europaeus
	Hedgehogs are found on the Isle of Dogs but have died out across the rest of Tower Hamlets, they feed on slugs and other invertebrates and need cover to hibernate.

	Plants
	Dog Violet

	Viola riviniana
	This attractive flower can grow in mown lawns and in corners of gardens


	Invertebrates
	Meadow brown butterfly

Brown lipped snail

Garden Tiger Moth
	Maniola jurtina
Cepaea nemoralis

Arctia caja
	A brown butterfly that thrives on meadows with a wide diversity of grasses and flowers

Banded snails can be found around Tower Hamlets and are part of a monitoring project run by the BBC and Open University. See link at the end of this plan for more information.
A brightly patterned moth with furry, itch-causing caterpillars. Its numbers in the UK have declined by 89% over the past 30 years


6) Mission Statement

We aim to raise interest and understanding of the importance of garden and grounds and enlist the public to help collect data on biodiversity. We aim to protect gardens and grounds from development and increase the number and area of gardens and grounds which are managed sustainably for wildlife.
7) Action Plan Targets
· To collect data on the biodiversity of gardens and grounds
· To protect the overall resource of private gardens in London by discouraging building on existing gardens.
· To increase the number and area of gardens and grounds which are managed sustainably for wildlife and identify areas for enhancement.
8) Smart actions
 To raise interest and understanding of the importance of gardens and grounds and enlist the public to help collect data on biodiversity.

	No.
	Target
	Lead partner
	Start Date
	End Date

	1
	Promote the Garden Bird Watch Survey run by the British Trust for Ornithology through one bird walk a year coinciding with the launch and an article on the Tower Habitats website.
	
	
	

	2
	Promote London Wildlife Trust's 'Wildlife in Gardens' survey through the Tower Habitats website.
	
	
	

	3
	Publish a list of sources for identifying garden invertebrates and a guide to birds found in Tower Hamlets on the Tower Habitats website.
	
	
	

	4
	Organise one good practice demonstration of wildlife gardening per year to key stakeholders including RSLs.


	Merge with below
	
	

	5
	Raise public interest in and awareness of the value of private gardens as an important wildlife habitat through distribution of wildlife gardening leaflet and seeds to 500 households with gardens per year.
	How many gardens are there? Ask GIS officer
	
	

	6
	Promote information on wildlife gardening through 3 talks and training sessions to be held at Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park.

	THCP
	
	


To protect the overall resource of private gardens in London by discouraging building on existing gardens.

	No.
	Target
	Lead partner
	Start Date
	End Date

	7
	Establish and publicise policy and criteria for protection of garden sites from built development
	Strategic planning / Private homes improvement team
	
	


To increase the number and area of gardens and grounds which are managed sustainably for wildlife and identify areas for enhancement.
	No.
	Target
	Lead partner
	Start Date
	End Date

	8
	Support community groups to develop wildlife friendly gardens. One extra wildlife friendly garden to be created each year.
(5 out of 10 actions from list to be implemented)
	Chair Tower Habitats
	
	

	9
	Work with 4 schools per year on biodiversity enhancement or educational projects.
	Chair Tower Habitats (Children’s services to implement)
	
	

	10
	Increase the number and area of housing estate grounds which are managed sustainably for wildlife with active involvement of all stakeholders. One improvement per year per major housing provider (list of x number)
	
	
	

	11
	Deliver one annual presentation to affordable housing developers in the principles of Design for Biodiversity via Tower Hamlets Housing Forum (THHF)/ Public Realm Sub Group. 
	
	
	

	12
	Work with one HA in borough each year to install a hedgehog hibernation box on housing estate land each year. 
	
	
	

	13
	Identify opportunities for biodiversity improvements in housing estates especially those that fall within Biodiversity Enhancement Zones and those that are due for renewal and ensure that biodiversity is considered during allocation of budgets 

	John Coker, strategic housing manager
	
	


9)  Links with other policies

Housing strategy
Open Space Strategy 

The Local Development Framework (LDF) 

Green Grid and biodiversity enhancement zones

??

Private homes improvement team – any strategy?

10) Sources of further information

neighbourhoodsgreen.org.uk

wildlifetrusts.org

11) Lead partner organisations and working group members

The Lead partner for this Plan is LBTH Housing / THH
Working group members include; 

LBTH Housing

THHF

RSLs / social landlords

12) Contact

