Parks, Squares and Burial Grounds

1) Introduction

Parks, squares and burial grounds in Tower Hamlets offer valuable habitats for many species and at the same time are heavily used by people, partly because they offer an opportunity to experience nature.
This plan is aimed at helping park, square and burial ground managers to improve these spaces for biodiversity, maintain these improvements and encourage public understanding of biodiversity. This plan is aimed at spaces that ultimately come under the responsibility of the London Borough of Tower Hamlets although some spaces are managed in partnership with other organisations.
2) Current Status

All parks and public open spaces are protected from development by planning policy.
The Parks, Squares and Burial ground vary in their capacity to support biodiversity partly as a result of maintenance schemes. Some are maintained formally reflecting their original design where others are maintained with a strong ecological focus.
Tower Hamlets consists of just under  8 square miles of inner city London and is deficient in Open Space. The borough also has two large Areas of Deficiency for Access to Nature – as defined by the GLA- in the south east of the Borough and around Poplar. These areas coincide with the highest density of buildings and population. 

The borough contains: 3 Major Parks, 53 Local Parks and many other spaces. There are 44 Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation - SINCs (See Appendix 1 for full list).Two parks are designated as Local Nature Reserves, a statutory designation, which affords an enhanced level of protection.  
3) Factors Affecting the Habitat

Pressure for Development.
Tower Hamlets is deficient in open space, but development pressure, for example for housing, is considerable. 
Skills within Contracted Services
The horticultural management systems that benefit biodiversity are mostly implemented by contract staff. These systems differ from traditional management systems but staff structures in maintenance contracts can mean that the contract staff often have low levels of training in horticulture and even less in ecological horticulture. This sometimes makes it difficult to implement the management systems correctly. 
Public Perception
Feedback from the public reveals that a significant number of people consider neatness as desirable, this can conflict with biodiversity aims. It can be difficult to define shrub management which maintains tidiness where necessary but allows accumulation of leaf litter and associated invertebrates and cover for hedgehogs. Similarly it can be difficult to develop wildflower meadows without some people expressing concern that the area has not been mowed although some success has been found by mowing a strip around the edge of a meadow area and supplying public information..
4) Current Action

Traditionally, landscape management within Tower Hamlets’ parks, squares and burial grounds has tended to have a formal quality. Over the last ten years, there has been greater emphasis on managing landscapes to create habitats for wildlife and to increase local people’s access to natural green space.  

A series of habitat creation projects undertaken within the parks service, and through third sector partners, has led to the establishment of annual and perennial meadow areas; ecological shrub site maintenance; woodland management for nature conservation; large scale tree planting programmes and marginal wetland enhancement. 
The public interpretation of these new habitats is supported by the provision of interpretation signs and nature walk leaflets in addition to involving the local community in habitat creation and species.
The London Borough of Tower Hamlets will be working towards National Indicator 197 – ‘Improved Local Biodiversity’. This looks to measure the performance of local authorities by assessing their management for biodiversity of ‘Local Sites’. To be included a site must have a management plan that makes a positive contribution to biodiversity, partnership groups must be involved to help deliver and monitor the plan and the plan should contribute to the LBAP. National Indicator 197 should keep help biodiversity as an important issue in the maintenance of parks, squares and burial grounds.
5) Flagship Species

	Category
	Common Name
	Latin
	Brief Description

	Birds
	Greater Spotted Woodpecker
Goldfinch
	Dendrocopos major
Carduelis carduelis
	Eating insects seeds and nuts these birds do best in mature woodland with plenty of dead wood.
These brightly coloured birds travel in groups and feed on seeds from plants such as teasel 



	Mammals
	Hedgehog
	Erinaceus europaeus
	Hedgehogs are found on the isle of Dogs but have died out across the rest of Tower Hamlets, they feed on slugs and other invertebrates and need cover to hibernate.

	Plants
	Field Scabious
	Knautia arvensis
	This tallish, hairy perennial with a mauve flower offers nectar to insects and is a member of the teasel family


	
	Bird’s Foot Trefoil

Hawthorn
	Lotus corniculatus
Crataegus monogyna


	An good plant for bees and butterflies it can survive and flower even in grass that is regularly mowed.
This prickly tree tolerates almost every kind of soil but flowers and fruits best in full sun. Abundantly found in hedges and offers shelter and food to a range of species

	Invertebrates
	Greater Stag Beetle
Brimstone butterfly
	Lucanus cervus
Gonepteryx rhamni

	This beetle is not yet established in Tower Hamlets but is present in other areas of London. It takes six or seven years for young in rotting wood to reach maturity
Feeding on buckthorn this large yellow butterfly is one of the earliest seen and can travel some distance to find buckthorn plants.


6) Vision statement

To ensure the protection and enhancement of park, square and burial ground habitats in Tower Hamlets, to integrate biodiversity within maintenance and enhancement activities in parks, squares and burial grounds and to meet the requirements of national indicator 197. We also intend to promote the enjoyment and understanding of wildlife in Tower Hamlets’ parks, squares and burial grounds
7) Targets
· To establish baseline information on species and on the extent and wildlife value of different habitats in the parks, squares and burial grounds of Tower Hamlets by building upon previous studies.

· To increase the diversity, and extent, of wildlife friendly habitats in Tower Hamlets’ parks, squares and burial grounds especially in areas of open space deficiency.
8) SMART Actions
Establishing baseline information on species and on the extent and wildlife value of different habitats in the parks, squares and burial grounds of Tower Hamlets by building upon previous studies.
	No.
	Target
	Lead partner
	Start Date
	End Date

	1
	Parks Service to carry a habitat survey, and develop habitat enhancement proposals, at two sites per year.
	LBTH
	2009
	2014

	2
	Develop and cost the habitat enhancement proposals so that they attract funding
	LBTH
	2009
	2014


Increasing the diversity, and extent, of wildlife friendly habitats in Tower Hamlets’ parks, squares and burial grounds
	No.
	Target
	Lead partner
	Start Date
	End Date

	3
	Tower Habitats to provide advise to owners of SINC sites through the provision of at least one face to face meeting per year
	LBTH
	2009
	2014

	4
	Parks Service to establish 2000m2 of new woodland habitats; 2000m2 meadow and 500 new street trees (including replacements) over 5 years. With a minimum of 20% native trees of high biodiversity value.
	LBTH
	2009
	2014

	5
	Community rangers to run at least one native bulb and flower planning project with a community each year.
	LBTH
	2009
	2014


3) Integrating biodiversity within maintenance and enhancement activities in parks, squares and burial grounds
	No.
	Target
	Lead partner
	Start Date
	End Date

	6
	Parks Service to enhance one local SINC site to the status of Borough significant site  per year.
	LBTH
	2010
	2014

	7
	Parks Service to incorporate biodiversity improvements into 70% of Capital Schemes
	LBTH
	2010
	2014

	8
	Parks Service to incorporate biodiversity outputs into all new Third Sector service level agreements for green space management by 2010.
	LBTH
	2010
	2014

	9
	One days training in ecological methods to be offered to new contract staff and offer extended to other staff. 2 training sessions to be available at different times of the year.
	Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park
	2010
	2014

	10
	Develop management plans that make a positive contribution to biodiversity for half of the SINC sites. Part of the NI197 targets
	LBTH
	2010
	2014


Promoting the enjoyment of wildlife in Tower Hamlets’ parks, squares and burial grounds.
	No.
	Target
	Lead partner
	Start Date
	End Date

	11
	Parks service to run a programme of at least 12 biodiversity events across the borough
	LBTH
	2009
	2014

	12
	Training to be provided on Species identification to Community Rangers 2 events per year.
	Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park
	2010
	2014

	13
	New signs to be erected in parks explaining biodiversity in the immediate vicinity. 5 signs over 5 years
	LBTH
	2009
	2014

	14
	Run 1 stag beetle day with the public per year where buckets of wood chip are buried.
	LBTH
	2010
	2014

	15
	Run 1 hedgehog day with the public per year where secure hedgehog homes are constructed and installed.
	LBTH
	2010
	2014


9) Links with other policies

· The Local Development Framework (LDF) 
· National Indicator 197

· Mayor of London’s climate change strategy
· Green Grid and biodiversity enhancement zones

· Open Space Strategy

· Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)
· Thames Gateway London Partnership and East London Green Grid and Thames East Strategy.  

· Leaside Area Action Plan Preferred Options Paper. 

· Isle of Dogs Area Action Plan Preferred Options Paper and the City Fringe Area Action Plan Preferred Options Paper

· Lea Valley and the Olympic Park Plan
· The Mayor of London’s Biodiversity Strategy (2002)
· The Mayor of London’s “Connecting Londoners with Trees and Woodlands – The London Tree and Woodland Framework”
10) Sources of further information.

britishhedgehogs.org.uk
wildlondon.org.uk
naturalengland.org.uk

neighbourhoodsgreen.org.uk

11) Lead Partner Organisation and Working Group Members

The Lead partner for this Plan is the London Borough Tower Hamlets Parks Service

Working group members include; 

LB Tower Hamlets

Representative of contractors?

Friends of Tower Hamlets Cemetery Park

Friends of Mile End Park

12) Contact

